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Global Cities Dialogue ï  

Steering Committee Meeting  
10 March 2009 at  the City Hall of Segrate (Milan, Italy)  

 

Participants  :  

1. Issy - les -Moulineaux  (France), President of GCD : André Santini, Mayor and 
Eric Legale, sherpa 

2. Rufisque  (Senegal), vice-President of GCD : Ndiawar Touré, Mayor 
3. Segrate  (Italy), vice -President of GCD for Europe : Adriano Alessandrini, 

Mayor, Andrea Moroni, sherpa and Donatella Taroni, Education Expert  
4. Guro  (Korea), vice-President of GCD Asia : Dong-uk CHOI, DG for Economic 

Development and Byung-Nam YUN, Director of International Relations 
5. Miraflores  (Peru) : Manuel Masías, Mayor 
6. Jun  (Spain) : Jose Antonio Rodriguez Salas, Mayor 
7. Helsinki  (Finland) : Pekka Sauri, Vice- Mayor and Tuomo Karakorpi, sherpa 
8. Dolisie  (Congo) : Ghislain Nguimbi, City Councillor 
9. Bremen  (Germany) : Claire Klindt, sherpa  
10. Metz  (France) : Françoise de Ladonchamps, sherpa 
11. Luxembourg  (Luxembourg) : Detlev Goetz, sherpa 
12. Politech  Institute : Daniel van Lerberghe, President 
13. «  Senegal und Freunde  »  : Malick Ka, President and Dagmar Sommerfeld, 

vice-presidente 
 

Apologies from   : Viña del Mar (Chile), vice-President of GCD for Latin America and 
Cologne (Germany) 



 
 

                                 

2 

 

The members of the GCD-
Steering Committee were warmly 
welcomed by the mayor of 
Segrate, Mr. Adriano Alessandrini,  
the President of Segrateôs City 
Council, Mr. Saverio Candito as 
well as by Ms. Laura Primerano, 
representative of the Province of 
Milan. 

In his opening speech, 
Mr. André Santini as President of 
the Global Cities Dialogue, pointed 
out the need ñfor reinforcing the 
dialogue between the mayors of 
the different regions of the world and enhancing opportunities to exchange and 
strengthen partnerships in order to promote the concept of a fairer and sustainable 
information society at the global level. Beyond our  cultural, geographical and 
historical differences, we work all, without any exception, for the well -being of our 
populations, the economic development of our territories and to assure a better 
future for our children.ò  

ñEach meeting of the Global Cities Dialogue should be a source of inspirationò, 
concluded Mr. Santini, ñbecause we are debating on new services and new usages 
around three major topics: the development of the mobile services, actions for digital 
solidarity and the use of ICT in the educational fieldò. 

 

Reshaping our cities to become Mobile and Green Cities  

Recently the city of Segrate signed a partnership statement with the Italian operator 
Retelit, holder of a WiMax license for North Italy, in order to try out the 4 th-
generation wireless infrastructures. A WiMax antenna located on the roof of the city 
hall and several transceivers installed over the city are enabling a broadband access 
to Internet from everywhere within Segrate, thus connecting the districts which are 
not or badly covered by ADSL. 

With the WiMax technology, there are less antennas relay in the city and the 
possibility of connecting more easily all public buildings (schools, parks and gardens, 
administrative buildings). Within the framework of the implementation, CCTVs 
(surveillance cameras) with GPS were installed in the police vehicles in patrol. 
Connected in real-time to the control room, the equipment allows to improve the 
safety infrastructure of the city. It is an Italian premiere, and the members of the 
Steering Committee could witness a live demonstration from their desk.  

Further to the Wi -Max presentation, a debate took place on the development of the 
concept of ñMobile and Green Citiesò, with, in particular, a presentation of the 
strategy pursued in this field by the c ity of Miraflores (Peru). Indeed the mayor of 
Miraflores, Mr. Manuel Masías, praised the assets of such strategy and its 
technological development for the benefit of the whole population.  
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In Korea, stressed Mr. Dong Uk CHOI, mobile services are also evolving fast. In the 
district of Guro, in Seoul, for example, the inhabitants can pay their local taxes by 
mobile phone or send a snapshot made in the street to inform the city administration 
about a traffic accident that just occurred, waste left on the paveme nt or a problem 
concerning the road maintenance staff. A service that is well functioning and 
appreciated as the messenger of the SMS is informed directly about the results if any 
few days later.  

A service also provided in Jun, a city located near Granada in Spain, whose mayor, 
Jose Antonio Rodriguez Salted, illustrated its dynamism and ñgiving him the credit he 
deserves as mayorò according to Andr® Santini. The inhabitants of Jun are ñsentinels 
of the streetò who can warn the city hall as soon as problems occur. 

From his point of view, Mr. Detlev Goetz, director of the e -City project in 
Luxembourg, proposed that the GCD-members should adopt an integrated approach 
to show how mobile technologies can also contribute significantly to sustainable 
development. Indeed by using mutualized technologies which are already available 
and nowadays reliable, these ones allow to gain time and money via an expandable 
approach. The concept of ñGreen ITò or how being eco responsible concerns not only 
the entire product life cycle of IT-equipment but also contributes to reduce the 
energy consumption of the suppliers. 

This could be one of the subjects to be further developed at our upcoming General 
Assembly Meeting. 

 

Increasing digital exchanges between the schools within GCD  

 

Using ICT-tools at school will 
support our children to enter the 
digital society with a maximum of 
assets, is an objective that is 
shared by all.  

In Issy-les-Moulineaux, explains 
Eric Legale, all schools have e.g. 
an access Internet by ADSL and 
each class has at least a 
computer. For each single class 
there are on average 2,5 
computers for elementary schools 
(i.e. between 6 and 10 years old 
pupils) and 1,5 PCs for nursery schools (between 3 and 5 years old children). The 
city is also providing digital cases composed of a laptop, a camera and a camcorder, 
interactive white boards as well as mobile classes, equipped with 16 laptops, a video 
projector and a WiFi printer, allowing to carry out interactive activities with the 
pupils. The IT-equipment of our schools constitutes 40% of the IT -budget of Issy, 
this is underlining the priority that the city councillors are drawing to this division.  



 
 

                                 

4 

 

The city of Segrate, outlines Ms. Donatella Taroni, educational expert in charge of 
the innovative projects for the high schools , has meanwhile a good experience with 
international co-operation between schools. Thanks to the European project ñX-
Crossò, a hundred young Europeans coming from Segrate (Italy) and Bremen 
(Germany) and Peruvians of Miraflores, aged between 14  and 18, communicate 
regularly via an Internet platfo rm especially developed on this purpose. These 
exchanges via Internet or web exchanges are taking place outside of the regular 
class schedules, on a voluntary basis, and around concrete themes like the project 
Leonardo on sciences and Galileo. Ms. Donatella Taroni invites all interested GCD-
members to join this action for cooperation on educational issues (Please feel free to 
contact her at the following address: donatella.taroni@inwind.it).  

Daniel van Lerberghe, President of the European Institute Politech, indicates that an 
educational project is currently running with the city of Segrate: The project 
sustainable e-school (www.sustainable-eschool.net) offers future -oriented 
programmes, centered on human, ethical & practical questions rising from current 
issues e.g. environment or classical literature and examining the significance of 
communal and national affiliation. At the core of the e -debate there will always be 
the statement about the students/pupilsô identity (real or virtual).  

 

Concrete actions for digital solidarity  

  

At the last GCD-General Assembly Meeting held 
in Lyon in November 2008, the mayors of 
Segrate and Rufisque have already expressed 
their intention to work jointly for the creation of 
a free telecentre in Rufisque. Since then, the 
two cities have fine-tuned their concept and 
took the opportunity to sign a cooperation 
agreement for digital solidarity on the occasion 
of the Steering Committee Meeting. 

It is the first time that two cities have signed a 
bilateral agreement under the aegis of GCD. 
The relevance of the event was stressed by the 
presence of Mayor Touré, who adjourned for 
24h his campaign for the upcoming municipal 
election scheduled on 22 March 2009 in order 
to sign personally this agreement in Segrate.  

This cooperation belongs to the context of a creation of an information and capacity 
building centre in the city of Rufisque. The centre will be equipped with 40 PCs and 4 
printers with the help of the association ñSenegal und Freundeò. Segrate will train 
two technicians for guaranteeing a smooth run of the centre, supported by Sinaptu, 
an Italian company, which will provide the public spaces (gardens) around the centre 

http://www.sustainable-eschool.net/
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with a Wi-Fi connection in order to allow an easy access to the Internet for the 
citizens in Rufisque.  

This signature was followed by a second cooperation agreement to be signed 
between the Global Cities Dialogue, represented by its president, Mr. André Santini, 
and the association ñSenegal und Freundeò, represented by Mr. Malick Ka, President.  

Since its creation, in 2004, the association ñSenegal und Freundeò (ñSenegal and 
Friendsò in German) is facilitating the co-
operation between West Africa and the European 
Union. Based in Bremen, in Germany, the 
association works on projects targeting cultural, 
educational and economic issues. The 
association shares with the Global Cities Dialogue 
the same objectives for promoting education and 
knowledge and foster a fair and sustainable 
Information Society. The cooperation agreement 
foresees information and knowledge sharing that 
may be of interest for the two parties and 

enables ñSenegal und Freundeò to be an observer member of GCD.  

 

GCD-activities at the regional level  

André Santini reminds that it is difficult to work ef ficiently, from Europe, with nearly 
200 cities spread all over the world. For this reason GCD-work has been conferred to 
the Vice-chairmen for the regions and, especially, for inducing vocations, organizing 
debates on the spot and introducing grassroots approach regarding good practices 
implemented locally. 
 
He invites the Vice-chairmen to organize, at least once during their two year - 
mandate, a regional meeting under the aegis of the Global Cities Dialogue. This can 
be a conference, directly organized by the Vice-chair cities for the regions, on one of 
the items of the GCD-action plan and to which the politicians of the concerned 
continent would be invited. Or to be integrated in a major event as speaker and 
represent the network, or even to moderate a ses sion, always on one of the topics of 
our action plan, i.e.: mobile services for the citizens, e -Democracy issues, digital 
solidarity or the use of ICT to fight against climate change.  
 
As example, Mrs. Virginia Reginato, mayor of Viña del Mar, in Chile, and vice-
president for Latin America apologized for not being able to attend the meeting 
today, but informed about her wish to organize a regional GCD-conference at the 
end of August in her city (More information will be provided by Mr. Wladimir 
Espinoza: wladimir.espinoza@munivina.cl). We are invited, for example, by Mr. 
Francisco de la Torre Prado, mayor of Malaga (and GCD-member) to take part in the 
2nd Summit of Mediterranean Towns and Local Authorities to be held in Malaga on 
15 & 16 October 2009. It is about actions for digital solidarity. The GCD -Steering 

mailto:wladimir.espinoza@munivina.cl


 
 

                                 

6 

 

Committee requests Adriano Alessandrini, in his function as vice-president for 
Europe, to represent GCD on this occasion.  
In the same way, Mr. Michel Tchonang, General Coordinator of the Consortium 
supporting actions for the promotion and development of Africa invites us to 
participate in the ñForum ICT Africaò that will take place in Yaounde (Cameroun) on 
6 & 9 July 2009 focussing on ñICT and sustainable development: which contributions 
for the co-operation and for international institutions?ò 
 
Mayor Ndiawar Touré is requested by the GCD-Steering Committee to represent the 
network in his function as Vice-chairman also for Africa at this event. In bo th cases, 
it is more a question of active dissemination made by our GCD-politicians in order to 
spread the philosophy of our network in the regions.  
 
Mr. Dong-Uk CHOI, as representative of the vice-presidency for Asia, confirmed that 
the city of Guro may a lso organize an Asian conference on mobile services to which 
some participants will be invited to join GCD. This will be confirmed later on.  

 
Célébration du 10ème anniversaire du G.C.D.  

The inception of the Global 
Cities Dialogue took place on 23 
November 1999 in Helsinki, on the 
occasion of the IST (Information Society 
Technologies)  conference organized by 
the European Commission. 

Ten years later, our colleagues of the 
Finnish capital invite us to celebrate our 
10th anniversary there. Mr. Pekka Sauri, 
vice-mayor of Helsinki, proposed to 
organize the General Assembly Meeting 
on Monday 2 November & Tuesday, 3 
November 2009 according to the following preliminary programme:  

- Monday, 2 November 2009: 
Arrival of the delegates and official dinner at the city hal l 
 

- Tuesday, 3 November 2009: 
9:00 ï 12:30 Workshop around concrete applications made in Helsinki 

­ e-services 

­ e-participation and e-inclusion 

­ e-health, Living labs, Forum PPP 

­ Innovative mobile services 

­ Presentation of some applications implemented by GCD-cities 
 

12:30 ï 13:30 Lunch 
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13:30 ï 15:00 General Assembly Meeting 
 

 

All GCD-sherpas are requested to support the organization of this special event led 
by the city of Helsinki represented by our colleague Tuomo Karakorpi. A time table 
for the organization w ill be adopted at the next sherpas meeting (date to be 
confirmed).  

A logo especially created by Claire Klindt 
(Bremen/white balance ï projects pool agency 
GmbH) for celebrating the 10 th anniversary of our 
organization was adopted by the Steering 
Committee and it has been agreed to create a 
commemorative publication for taking stock of 
our activities and outlining the next decade of the 
Information Society.  

Claire Klindt and Detlev Goetz (Luxembourg) will coordinate the publication of the 
booklet, in cooperation with the sherpas of the Steering Committee.  

  

Launch of a new GCD -web site   

A new version of the official site of the Global Cities Dialogue will be launched on 20 
April 2009. Besides a new layout, and keeping the information about GCD and its 
activities, the site will enable the members to contribute directly by publishing 
articles or by commenting on information already published. It will be also possible 
for potential donors to contribute financially to the GCD -activities/projects thanks to 
a donation system online. The GCD-secretariat will request some quotations for such 
kind of services towards Paypal or Saferpay.  

 

A new member: Dolisie in Congo  

Ghislain Nguimbi, member of the city council of Dolisie (Congo), took part in the 
Steering Committee Meeting as new GCD-member on 10 March 2009. Indeed, the 
evening before he signed the Helsinki Declaration at the ñPinacoteca di Breraò in 
Milan, enabling his city to become the first GCD-member based in Central Africa.   

Dolisie, known also as former Loubomo, is the third city of the Republic of Congo, 
located in the middle of the axis óPointe Noireô - Brazzaville. 

 

 

 

 

 


